PITW Equipment Review


RCA 512 Mb Digital Voice Recorder
Overall Rating: 3/5

Pros: USB connectivity, long battery life, sensitive internal microphone w/very clear recording, 512 Mb internal flash memory.
Cons: Recorder suffers from a compression filter flaw that results in digital clicks that sound like crickets on your recordings. 
Overview
This recorder was purchased at Wal-Mart for $35.00. Menu navigation is easy and straight forward. The built in male USB plug makes it very easy and convenient to upload files onsite during an investigation. I have used the recorder for 6 months now and had to change them once about a week ago. The only concern I have is with the compression filter that can be quite maddening. It makes digital chirps that sound like crickets throughout the recording. I have caught a couple of Class B and C EVP’s with this device so far, but the majority of the EVP’s seem to be covered up or masked by the compression filter. I gave this recorder a 3/5 solely because of the before mentioned compression problem. If RCA could take care of that, I would gladly bump it up to 5/5.
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