PITW Equipment Review


EasyCap Single Channel DVR Adapter
Overall Rating: 4/5

Pros: Turns your laptop into DVR, no external power required, comes with recording software, low cost, quick on-site setup during investigation, standard RCA input, multiple output formats to choose from.
Cons: Software malfunctions when capturing audio w/the video, no low-memory format options, 
Overview
We bought this adapter from an online supplier for $30.  The first thing to mention is to make sure you get one that is compatible with your computers OS. If you have a Vista 64 bit OS, then the adapter needs to be 64 bit compatible.  Setup of the software took a while, as the computer did not want to recognize the adapter. I had to re-install 3-4 times before it worked. That could be an issue with the laptop and not the adapter so we won’t count it against it, just a point of mention.  It gives you multiple formats to record as such as .AVI, .MPEG, and a few others. The only problem with this is that none of them are hard drive friendly. A 3 hour investigation used up an entire 320 Gig hard drive. I am now using an outside video capture program to bring it in as .WMV.  The cameras we use have microphones built in, and when trying to capture audio with the recording it locks up the software. I got it to work once, and about halfway through there was a 3 and a half minute delay sync between the audio and video. Needless to say, that makes it very hard to distinguish what sounds were made by investigators and which were not. We had to throw away all the audio from that camera. The other capture program I began using has since taken care of this problem. All in all, I am pretty happy with this device. It is a cost efficient way to place an additional camera on top of the ones you have going into a DVR, and you can put the laptop somewhere out of the way, but close to the area you want to capture in order to eliminate longer cable runs if need be. 
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